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Stewardship 2009
Working Together for a Brighter

Spiritual Future

Please make your 2009 Stewardship Pledge today!

Thank you if you already have!
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From the
desk of

Father

Peter

January 2010

Happy New Year to My Spiritual Family,

The year 2009 has ended and we are looking forward to the beginning of a new year. With the holidays come holiday celebmation
We will gather with friends and family to celebrate the coming of 2010. We will talk about the year that has passed and aloout
hopes, dreams, expectations and aspirations for the year to come.

As we look back in retrospect, there are many people who have helped our church grow and prosper over the past fewfiyears

Bible Studies, our Youth Ministry, the Nectarians and the Choir, who have openly invited those who wish to be involved intwet
wonderful programs we offer. Our programs have blossomed and many new people are embracing our church, our ministries and our
outreach. We are thankful for the Parish Council, Sunday school, Choir, Greek School, Youth Ministry, Adult Education, Necfans

and the wonderful women of Philoptochos.

We are very excited that our Stewardship Committee feels that we should be a Stewardship Minded Church. | am confident that
through time and understanding, we will be able, in the not too distant future, be a fully stewardship supported parish. Magmind
you, if you have not paid your stewardship for this year that you please, do so. When a member of the Stewardship Commitfpee a
proaches you or you receive materials in the mail, please take the time to look at the needs of our parish as they reath thase
who are in need in our community.

| want to thank all of you for your stewardship, your offerings and all the little things people do to make our church a leettlace to
worship. Our church must be a place we can come to as a spiritual haven to remove ourselves from the materialistic worlda@ous
on Christ and our salvation. | pray that our church is offering these needs and the ability to learn and grow spirituallyed3 embrace
the ministries of our church to help provide the spirituality in our lives.

Earthly and humanistic needs are exactly that, earthly and humanistic. Achieving earthly goals will not fortify our spirititgl or in-
sure our salvation. Many of us put too much pressure on ourselves in achieving new resolutions every year. Some of us niahd¢e
we are not prepared to face another year. We can be still so involved in the year that has passed, that the prospect of & d&aveom-
ing can sometimes be overwhelming. However, if we are dedicated to our Savior, He will warm our hearts and guide us. If wenal
Him to do this, we will find ourselves approaching the New Year with a welcoming sense of hope. We can look forward to thegr
pect of achieving the greatest challenfjebeing a good Christian.

As Orthodox Christians, we always strive to reaffirm or rededicate ourselves to Jesus Christ. If we feel that we are lackpigually,
we need to find out where we are lacking and work to strengthen ourselves spiritually in order to reaffirm our dedicatioCtwist,
our Lord and Savior.

May the love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, grant us a Happy, Health and Spiritual New Year.
In the Love of Christ,

Rev. Father Peter G. Balkas

Rev. Father Peter G. Balkas
Proestamenos
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CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESU S CHRIST
January 1

Reading:

Since the Mosaic Law commands that if a woman give birth to a
male child, he should be circumcised in the foreskin of his flesh
on the eighth day (Lev. 12:2 -3), on this, the eighth day from His
Nativity, our Saviour accepted the circumcision commanded by
the Law. According to the command of the Angel, He received
the Name which is above every name: JESUS, which means

"Saviour" (Matt. 1:21; Luke 1:31 and 2:21).

Reading courtesy of Holy Transfiguration Monastery 2 |con courtesy of St. Isaac's Skete
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BASIL THE GREAT, ARC  HBISHOP OF CAESAREA IN CAPPADOCIA
January 1

treading the path of the ascetical life; here he also wrote his ascetical homilies.

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his throne and was en-
trusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in voluntary poverty and strict asceticism,
having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a worthy successor of the Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and
Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who were of one mind with the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments
to bend the Saint to their own confession, because he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and preserved
it from heresy when Arianism was at its strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and in his willingness to give
himself up to every suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a martyr by volition. Modestus, amazed
at Basil's fearlessness in his presence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him. "Perhaps," answered the Saint,
"you have never met a bishop before.” The Emperor Valens himself was almost won over by Basil's dignity and wis-
dom. When Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him. The Saint promised that his son would
be restated if Valens agreed to have him baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed, Basil prayed, and the son was
restored. But afterwards the Emperor had him baptized by Arians, and the child died soon after. Later, Valens, per-
suaded by his counselors, decided to send the Saint into exile because he would not accept the Arians into commun-
ion; but his pen broke when he was signing the edict of banishment. He tried a second time and a third, but the
same thing happened, so that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore up the document, and Basil was not ban-
ished. The truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical practices and continual labours, at the helm of the church,
departed to the Lord on the 1st of January, in 379. at the age of forty -nine.

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and rich are these gifts he set forth the doctrines concerning
the mysteries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy Trinity (see On the Holy Spirit). Because of
the majesty and keenness of his eloquence, he is honoured as "the revealer of heavenly things" and "the Great."

Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30th with Saint Gregory the Theologian and Saint John Chrysostom

Reading courtesy of Holy Transfiguration Monastery 2 |con courtesy of St. Isaac's Skete

Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the year 329 in Caesarea of Cappadocia,
to a family renowned for their learning and holiness. His parents' names were Basil and
Emily. His mother Emily (commemorated July 19) and his grandmother Macrina are Saints
of the Church, together with all his brothers and sisters: Macrina, his elder sister (July 19),
Gregory of Nyssa (Jan. to), Peter of Sebastia (Jan. 9), and Naucratius. Basil studied in Con-
stantnople under the sophist Libanius, then in Athens, where also he formed a friendship
with the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called "the Theologian." Through the
good influence of his sister Macrina (see July 19), he chose to embrace the ascetical life,
abandoning his worldly career. He visited the monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria, and in
Mesopotamia, and upon returning to Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the lIris
River in Pontus, not far from Annesi, where his mother and his sister Macrina were already
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