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Please make your 2009 Stewardship Pledge today! 

     Thank you if you already have! 
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September 2009 

My Dear Friends, 

 

We welcome back and invite our parishioners to come and participate in the many programs that St. Nectarios has to offer.  We look forward 

to what we feel will be a spiritual and uplifting New Year, which begins on September 1.  These are very exciting and encouraging times for 

our community.  With the help of St. Nectarios, may we continue to expand. 
 

As I look back to past messages in the VOICE, it is very gratifying to see the progress our church has made.  We utilize the Great Hall for our 

Coffee Hour on Sundays and the gym is enjoyed by our youth. It is also available for planned functions and it is a good source of income for 

our church.  However, we still owe a balance of 2.8 million costing us $17,000 a month in interest only. In the next year we will establish a new 

fundraising concept to pay down this debt. I ask all of you to give it due attention when this fundraiser becomes a reality. 
 

We had a successful year as a community with many programs such as Sunday School, Greek School, Greek School P. T. O., Philoptochos, 

Youth Ministries, S. N. A. P. Program, Nectarians, Choir, Bible Study, Adult Catechism and the Holy Friday Retreat.  Let us not forget the 

dedicated members of the Parish Council, the choir and the psaltes.  The wonderful people involved in these programs are to be commended 

for their tireless efforts.  I appreciate all that they do and continue to do for our beloved St. Nectarios Church, for without them there would be 

no programs.  These wonderful programs will be offered again and I encourage everyoneôs participation.  Volunteers are always welcome.  

Please choose a Ministry that interests you and contact the office for further information.  Please take a few moments to look at the church 

calendar and mark your personal calendar to remember to attend these functions. 
 

In the last eight years, our Stewardship Program has continued to grow and slowly everyone seems to understand the importance of the Pro-

gram.  The Stewardship goal for 2009 is $475,000.  We have a wonderful Stewardship Committee who will be  outlining  the program and 

goals for 2010.  When you are contacted by the Stewardship Committee, I ask all of you to please make a sincere pledge.  The church and its 

ministries are in need of your support and I thank so many of you who have contributed to the Stewardship Program in the past. Your offering 

is most appreciated. 
 

This year we were blessed with a tremendous weekend for Greek Fest.  There was an outpouring of people, not only from our community but 

from many other communities as well. Once more I would like to thank chairwoman, Alexandra Polites for a successful Greek Fest. 
 

On Sunday, August 23rd, we celebrated our ñSummer Family Agape Picnicò,  here on our church grounds. The Agape Picnic was hosted by 

the Parish Council and we thank them for a wonderful afternoon. 
 

We would like to welcome Dimitri Tobias, our new full time lay assistant. Mr. Tobias will be assisting in all of the Youth Ministry programs, and 

also with the liturgical and the educational ministries of our community. 
 

As we have in the past, let us once again come together to give God our thanks and ask Him to guide us in our endeavors.  May the Lord con-

tinue to bless the community of St. Nectarios.  May He grant good health to your family and may He always lead us in our lives.  I hope and 

pray that we continue to be successful and set higher goals for our church. 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you safe, 
 

Rev. Father Peter G. Balkas 

Rev. Father Peter G. Balkas  

Proestamenos  

 

From the 

desk of  

Father  

Peter  
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FEAST OF THE NATIVIT Y OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY, THE THEOTOKOS 

AND EVER - VIRGIN MARY  
SEPTEMBER 8  

 

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever -Virgin 
Mary is celebrated on September 8 each year. The Feast commemorates the birth 
of the Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

BACKGROUND  
 

The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded in the Gospels or other 
books of the New Testament, however this information can be found in a work 
dating from the second century known as the Book of James or Protevangelion.  
 

According to the story found in this book, Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, were 
childless for many years. They remained faithful to God, but their prayers for a 
child were unanswered. One day, when Joachim came to the temple to make an 
offering, he was turned away by the High Priest who chastised him for his lack of 
children. To hide his shame, Joachim retreated to the hill country to live among 

the shepherds and their flocks.  
 

As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna was praying at the same time at their 
house in Jerusalem. An angel appeared to both of them and announced that Anna 
would have a child whose name would be known throughout the world. Anna 

promised to offer her child as a gift to the Lord. Joachim returned home, and in 
due time Anna bore a daughter, Mary.  
 

     The Calendar of the Orthodox Church  
 

The ecclesiastical year, which according to Byzantine practice begins on the first of September, is divided between mov-
able and immovable or fixed holy days. The movable holy days are determined by the date of Easter, the most important 
of all feast days, which is in a class by itself. The determination of the date of Easter was definitively regulated by the 
decision of the First Ecumenical Synod, held in Nicaea (325). Next in importance to Easter are the "twelve great feasts," 
of which three are movable. Eight of these feasts are devoted to Christ and four to the Virgin Mary. There are also a 
number of feast days of varying importance, most of which commemorate the more popular saints.  
 

Within the Orthodox Church feast days and fast days are reckoned according to two distinct calendars, the Julian Calen-
dar and the Gregorian Calendar. The first is attributed to the Roman Emperor Julius Caesar, whose name it bears. It was 
later corrected in the sixteenth century by Pope Gregory XIII due to the ever -increasing discrepancy between calendar 
time and calculated astronomical time. Thus the Gregorian Calendar came into being. 
 

 The Orthodox Church continues to base its calculations for the date of Easter on the Julian Calendar, which was in use 
at the time of the First Ecumenical Synod.  
 

 Taken from, "The Calendar of the Orthodox Church " by Dr. Lewis Patsavos, Ph.D.  

ICON OF THE FEAST  
 

The icon of the Nativity of the Theotokos presents to us the central figures of Saints Joachim and Anna, Mary's par-
ents, and the Mother of our Lord as an infant. Saint Anna is in the middle of the icon with her right hand extended 
toward her daughter. Likewise, Saint Joachim, Mary's father, is gazing upon the young child with his right hand 
extended toward her. Anna is surrounded by attendants who have assisted with the birth.  
 

The icon directs attention to Mary as the central figure in this feast. It also acknowledges the joy that was felt by 
Joachim and Anna as new parents with a child received through a promise from God. The liturgical texts of the 

feast acknowledge this joy and confirm the special role of Mary as the Mother of the Incarnate God, Jesus Christ. 
In this event, another step is made in sacred history in preparation for the entrance of Christ into the world.  
 

The icon and the feast also acknowledge a transition from barrenness to life. This was but another foreshadowing 

of what would be offered through Christ, the transformation from death to eternal life.  
 
Resources: 2009 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. http://www.goarch.org  

Festival Icons for the Christian Year by John Baggley (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir's Seminary Press, 2000), pp. 11-20. 
 

The Festal Menaion. Translated by Mother Mary (South Canaan, PA: St. Tikhonôs Seminary Press, 1969) pp. 47-49. 
 

The Incarnate God: The Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary, Catherine Aslanoff, editor and Paul Meyendorff, translator (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimirôs Seminary Press, 1995). 


