“Every man shall give as he is able according to the
blessing of the Lord thy God which He hath given
thee." (Deuteronomy 16:17)

Thank you for making a conscious, deliberate and
committed response to the Lord’s call to be a grateful
steward with your 2007 pledge to Saint Nectarios. The
pledges we receive are the primary source of revenue
that keeps our church open - the foundation upon which
we build our spiritual home.

The voluntary contributions that we receive through
stewardship pledges not only guarantee that our church
will be here for us next year, they also set the limits on
what we are able to do next year. For these reasons,
we ask you to join us in taking a “Leap of Faith” and
give back to God as generously as possible in direct
proportion to how He has given to you.

The Bible gives guidance as to the level of our giving. It
speaks of offering back to God 10% of the "first fruits" of
our possessions, thus recognizing Him as the provider
of all we are and all we have, and teaching us that
giving should be in proportion of what has been given to
us. The level of your commitment of time, talents and
treasures should be a spiritual expression of gratitude
and love to God for all you have received.

We understand the many economic factors and
financial stresses that make it a challenge to give in
proportion to how you have received. As Orthodox
Christians, we strive to achieve “Theosis”, to imitate
Jesus who emptied himself for our sake. Which means
we take the teaching and example of Jesus and make it
our own by modeling our lives on the Gospel which
teaches us that everything we have is a gift of God. To
make that Gospel truth a part of our spirituality — our
way of thinking and acting — is the challenge for every
Orthodox Christian.

We are called to recognize that we are responsible for
making a return to God out of what God has given us.
We are, after all, only managers of what we possess,
whether that is personal skills and talents or material
goods. Essential to an Orthodox Christian’s spirituality
is the firm belief that we will each have to make an
accounting one day for the gifts we were given.

God has blessed each of us in different ways. God’s
generosity is never outdone. For 2007 we are each
asked to take a “Leap of Faith” and follow Biblical
teaching in giving back to God in direct proportion to
how He has so generously given to each of us.

May the Grace of our Lord continue to bless you and
guide you as you reflect on Christian Stewardship.

GIVING AS GOD REQUIRES OF US

“What return can | make to the Lord for all His
kindness to me?” (Psalm 116:12)

Your stewardship gift of financial treasures should reflect
the giving that God requires of each of us. The Bible
teaches us that our offering should be a proportion of our
income and instructs us to give the first 10% of our
income back to Him. To help meet the financial
obligations of the Parish, the Metropolis and Archdiocese
also recommend stewardship offerings to be 10% of
one’s annual income as stated in Holy Scripture.

Our Parish recommends that you consider offering 2% of
your annual income as your stewardship pledge. This
equals less than one hour’s income per week committed
to God and His Holy Church.

Here is a percentage guideline of annual giving in
proportion to one’s annual income:

God’s Saint Nectarios
Annual Instructed Recommended
Income Tithe Minimum
10% 2%
$ 40,000 $ 4,000 $ 800
$ 50,000 $ 5,000 $1,000
$ 60,000 $ 6,000 $1,200
$ 70,000 $ 7,000 $1,400
$ 80,000 $ 8,000 $1,600
$ 90,000 $ 9,000 $1,800
$100,000 $10,000 $2,000

Please remember that quality of our service as a Parish
depends directly on the level of your generous giving.
Much like your household expenses, the expenses of our
Parish increase every year and are vital to our Church
and Its Ministries for:

+ Keeping in Touch With You

Maintaining Our Buildings

Those Who Serve Us

Worship and Education

Total Commitment to the National Archdiocese

* & o o

Family members over 18 years of age, who are
employed, should make their own Stewardship
Commitment.

For your convenience, stewardship offerings may be
applied to your Visa or MasterCard.

please cut here

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

“Freely you have received. Freely give.”
(Matthew 10:8)

Yes! I/We contribute to the mission and future of our
Parish. In giving to Christ, I/We generously offer the
following to our Parish for 2007:

$ Total Offering
My total offering will be offered as follows:
$ Initial Offering Enclosed (if any)
$__ Net Offering - To be fulfilled as follows:

[] One Contribution. Month of offering

[ ] Quarterly Due the 1 of January, April, July & October
|:| Equal Monthly Amounts. Due the first of each month.

Credit Card Option: | authorize my credit card to be
charged as stated above in fulfillment of my
[ Inital Offering [ |Net Offering [ |Both

[]Visa Number []|MasterCard Number

Exp. Date 3 Digit Code on back of card

Signature

Name(s) (Please Print)

Spouse’s Name Orthodox? [ [ Y [N

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

E-mail address

Children’s Names and Dates of Birth

Your Stewardship Contribution Is Not Due
When You Submit Your Pledge Card.
All Stewardship Offerings Are Strictly Confidential.



